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Gábor Komáromy Scholarship 

 
Budapest, 25th August 2014 – Cook Communications, a full-service financial, corporate and 
consumer Public Relations agency with offices in Budapest, Prague, Sofia, Bucharest and 
Warsaw, and the Mathias Corvinus Collegium (MCC) in Budapest are pleased to announce 
that applications are invited for the 2014 Gábor Komáromy Scholarship for news reporting. 
 
The Gábor Komáromy Scholarship was established in 2010 by Cook Communications and 
the MCC to support the critical study of the media and to encourage the practical study of 
news reporting and journalism. It is open to all full-time students in Hungary, regardless of 
their field of study, and provides up to €1,200, of which up to €300 will be allocated to books 
and periodicals for the Gábor Komáromy Media Library at the MCC. The successful applicant 
will receive up to €900, mentoring from an experienced international journalist and 
membership of the media and communications programme of the MCC.  
 
The 2014 Gábor Komáromy Scholarship will be awarded to the applicant who, in the opinion 
of the selection committee, submits the most compelling reporting project. All proposals, 
whether on politics, business, sport, economics, culture, social affairs or science, will need to 
pass the "so what?” test and demonstrate their relevance, topicality and importance.  
 
The successful applicant will be required to write a series of at least three articles, to 
deadline and in both Hungarian and English that could be considered for publication by the 
national and international media.  
 

How to apply 
 
Applicants must be full-time students in Hungary, and have excellent English language skills. 
They should submit, in both Hungarian and English, a letter of introduction, a CV and a brief 
synopsis of their proposed reporting project that should include: 
 

- Presentation of their reporting project 
- Main issues that the applicant would like to highlight  
- Range of sources that the applicant plans to contact 
- Possible difficulties that might occur during their work  

 
Applications should be sent to j.cook@cook-comm.com and GK2014@mcc.hu by October 
5th. Shortlisted applicants will be called for interview in October and will be expected to 
present a detailed synopsis of their project. The applicants can find more information about 
the scholarship on the website: komaromy.mcc.hu/en 



 
The 2014 Gábor Komáromy Scholarship selection committee 

 
Ágota Révész: diplomat, former teacher at the MCC  
Joe Cook: founder of Cook Communications 
Adam LeBor: author and journalist. www.adamlebor.com 
Gábor Lambert: editor-in-chief of the Figyelő 
Zoltán Szalai: managing director of the MCC 
Bálint Molnár: director of the MCC Media Studies Programme  
 
The scholarship is named after Gábor Komáromy, a founding partner of Cook 
Communications in Hungary and Chair of the Media and Communications Department at the 
MCC. He passed away in early 2010. 
  
Gábor was a staunch advocate of press freedom and of objective independent news 
reporting. He was quick to embrace the possibilities of the Internet and was an early 
champion of on-line journalism. He drew on his background as a news reporter and an editor 
to give his students a practical understanding of English-language journalism, and he 
encouraged them to take a critical approach towards the media, corporate communications, 
consumer advertising and the political economy.  
 
Gábor was an award-winning news reporter on local newspapers in California, and was a 
managing editor at one of Hungary’s first on-line magazines, magazix.hu. He was educated 
in Hungary, Libya and the US, where he gained an MA in Print Journalism at the University 
of Southern California in Los Angeles. Upon returning to his native Hungary in 1997, Gabor 
lectured in English-language journalism at the Department of Communications at the Eötvös 
Loránd University in Budapest, where he also founded and ran the Multimedia Laboratory. 
Gábor was among the first to write about the Internet in Hungarian, publishing Légy boldog 
az Interneten (Find Happiness on the Internet) in 1995 and going on to write a further six 
books about the Internet and computing. He was an accomplished translator, from Hungarian 
to English and vice versa, who translated seven books, the last being Pharrajimos: the fate of 
the Hungarian Roma during the Holocaust edited by Bársony and Daróczi and published by 
IDEA. Gábor is survived by Ágota and their son, Julian. 
 
 

The 2013 Gábor Komáromy Scholarship 
 

The 2013 Scholar was Bence Pintér, who wrote a series of articles about the increasing 
number of migrants seeking refuge in or via Hungary. He reported about the Vámosszabadi 
refugee camp, covered personal stories and the difficulties faced by refugees and migrants 
when trying to integrate into Hungarian society. 

 
The 2012 Gábor Komáromy Scholarship 

 
Two scholarships were awarded in 2012, to Anna Csonka and Barbara Péterfi, and special 
recognition was conferred on Dániel G. Szabó.  
 
Anna’s winning proposal was to report on the regulatory, public procurement and 
transparency aspects of the response to the 2010 environmental disaster at an aluminium 
processing plant in the Hungarian town of Devecser, commonly known as the “red sludge” 
disaster. Barbara’s winning proposal was to report on Hungary’s “brain drain”; by some 
estimates, 48% of Hungarians under the age of 30 want to leave the country in search of 
education and employment opportunities. 
 



Dániel G. Szabó’s proposal to look at freedom of information regarding the accountability and 
transparency of the annual distribution of public money by student union officials received 
special recognition.  
 
 

The 2011 Gábor Komáromy Scholarship 
 
The 2011 Gábor Komáromy scholar was Dóra Laborczi, an MA-student of communication 
and media studies at the Eötvös Lóránd University. Dóra won the scholarship for a planned 
series of articles about Roma women and children living in the most disadvantaged regions 
of Hungary. Dora’s articles were published by hvg.hu. Dora’s reporting inspired the MCC 
media student programme to organize a conference about Hungarian Roma in May 2012 
(http://www.mcc.hu/komaromy_osztondij_2011).  
 
 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Cook Communications 
Joe Cook  
Tel.: + 420. 602 683230  
Email: j.cook@cook-comm.com 
   
Mathias Corvinus Collegium 
Balint Molnar 
Tel.: + 36. 70. 2864329   
Email: bmolnar@mcc.hu / molnar_balint@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Blanka Zoldi 
Tel.: +36. 70. 4196182  
Email: zoldi.blanka@gmail.com  
 
komaromy.mcc.hu/en 
www.mcc.hu 
 
 
 


