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A MBAssADor ’ s

ForeWorD

Ambassador’s Foreword
Every year we celebrate the success of the BCCH through this Yearbook and remember the events we’ve
enjoyed together, the things we have achieved together. And I have the chance in this Foreword to reflect
on how the Chamber and Embassy have worked together over the course of the year. And to celebrate
our joint successes. Every year there’s plenty to celebrate. But I think that this year has been exceptional.
Because for the first time, rather than just co-ordinate our events and support each other (though we still
do that), this year the Embassy and Chamber have been able to launch a new, joint project: the British
Business Centre. Together we have worked on the principles, set the Centre up, appointed its staff and
helped it through those challenging first few months any organisation faces as it gets going. It’s felt great
to be genuinely in the same team. And to see the Centre flourish so quickly.
For those who haven’t yet come across the British Business Centre, its aim is to support smaller British
companies in the Hungarian market. Both those which are already established here and which might
need help in broadening contacts or with new regulations, and those who are new to market and which
need a little help to understand the opportunity and risk here and be put in touch with people who
can help them. Oliver Strommer, who leads the Centre, and Hajnalka Polonyi have made a great start. They’re well ahead of their targets
and are offering great support to all those who come to visit them. If you haven’t met them or seen their stylish new offices, do pop in
(6th floor of the Eiffel Palace building, opposite Nyugati station).
Of course this is just a start and the Centre will be extending its contact network throughout Hungary and the UK through the Chamber’s
networks. And there’s a lot to do to make sure they can continue consistently to perform at the highest standard. But that challenge and
the satisfaction once it’s achieved are for next year.
So let me salute the Chamber – its Council, its team and its members. Thank you for the warmth and openness you’ve shown us in the
Embassy and to me in particular. And for the success which your support has enabled us to achieve together in promoting and helping
British business in Hungary. I look forward to many more events, CEO dinners, educational breakfasts – maybe even a non food related
event or two (!) – going forward. Together we can do great things.

Jonathan Knott
H M Ambassador
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C hAirMAn

Dear Members, Partners and
Friends of the BCCH,
If I had to choose one word to describe my first year as Chairman of the British Chamber of Commerce
in Hungary, I would, without hesitation, say CHANGE. When I took up this role, I already knew that a
lot of things would be different, but looking back now, I have to say there was much more than expected.
The Chamber’s most significant project was the opening of the British Business Centre, for which the
approach was developed in August 2013, and thanks to the hard work and dedication of a small team,
a grant agreement was signed a mere two months later, on 31 October 2013 by HMA Jonathan Knott
and myself. By the end of the year, all had been decided regarding the new premises, and we started the
recruitment process for the Centre manager position and preparations for the relocation of the BCCH
office, with the grand opening of the Centre scheduled for March.
Following interviews in January, Oliver Strommer came on board as the British Business Centre
Manager, and after highly co-ordinated and careful preparation by the Embassy and Chamber teams, the British Business Centre
was officially opened by Lord Livingston, UK Minister for Trade and Investment and Mrs. Zsuzsanna Németh, Minister of National
Development in Hungary as part of the programme of the Budapest leg of UKTI’s GREAT Mega Mission. By April, we had a second
member of staff with us, Hajnalka Polonyi, who arrived from the Embassy’s UKTI team.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the team for making sure that all these projects went smoothly and we managed to maintain
our operations during this period as well. This enabled us to keep our event calendar lively, with 33 events organised in 2013-2014, the
highlight of which was no doubt the opening of the new office and the Centre.
To conclude, I would like to say that CHANGE will remain the defining word for the coming year as well. We are carrying out our
strategic revamp, positioning the BCCH as a facilitator of knowledge sharing with the launch of our mentoring programme and our
CEO Dinner and SME Breakfast series, a conference on start-ups, and bringing sustainability and British culture more to the forefront of
BCCH activities, while focusing even more on innovation and SMEs. We also work closely with our InfoPoint set up in Debrecen, and
continue our efforts to expand our reach beyond the borders of Budapest.
And as always, we are open to our members’ feedback and suggestions to make sure that they receive the best service possible and that they
benefit from being members of an ever-changing and evolving organisation.

Vazul Tóth
BCCH Chairman
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Management

Honorary Chairman
Jonathan Knott

Her Majesty’s Ambassador
British Embassy
Budapest

Chairman
Vazul Tóth

Head of Business Transformation
Commercial Operations
Vodafone Hungary

Honorary Vice-Chairwoman
Dr. Dora Kulauzov
Director of
UK Trade and Investment
Budapest

1096 Budapest, Lechner Ödön fasor 6.

Council Members
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Partner
PwC Hungary

Managing Director
FirstMed-FMC Kft.

1066 Budapest, Teréz krt. 46.
Tel.: +36 1 266-7833
Fax: +36 1 266-7344

Eiffel Palace, 1055 Budapest, Bajcsy-Zsilinszky út 78.
Tel.: +36 1 461-9100
Fax: +36 1 461-9101

1015 Budapest, Hattyú utca 14.
Tel.: +36 1 224-9090
Fax: +36 1 224-9091

Managing Director
Grayling Hungary

Alan Grifﬁths
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Zoltán Igaz

Managing Partner, Audit
Ernst & Young

Head of Corporate Communications
ING Bank N.V. Hungary Branch

1132 Budapest, Váci út 20.
Tel.: +36 1 451-8100
Fax: +36 1 451-8199

1068 Budapest, Dózsa György út 84/b.
Tel.: +36 1 235-8700
Fax: +36 1 235-6786

Dennis Diokno

Christopher Noblet

Partner
Partos & Noblet in co-operation with
Hogan Lovells International LLP
1051 Budapest, Vörösmarty tér 7-8.
Tel.: +36 1 505-4480
Fax: +36 1 505-4485
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Fax: +36 1 437-2173
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Tel.: +36 1 354-2140
Fax: +36 1 354-2141

Alternate Council Members

Gergely Kollin

Melinda Katona

Managing Director
Borealis Consulting Ltd.

General Manager
Novotel Budapest Danube

2030 Érd, Fûrészelô u. 8.
Tel.: +36 23 394-966
Fax: +36 23 394-966

1027 Budapest, Bem rakpart 33-34.
Tel.: +36 1 458-4900
Fax: +36 1 458-4910

Staff
Éva Jónás

Oliver Strommer

Executive Director
E-mail: eva.jonas@bcch.com

British Business Centre Manager
E-mail: oliver.strommer@bcch.com

Ádám Madarász

Hajnalka Polonyi

Réka Zsigri-Kovács

Event & Communications Co-ordinator
E-mail: adam.madarasz@bcch.com

Trade Specialist
E-mail: hajnalka.polonyi@bcch.com

Finance & Office Co-ordinator
E-mail: reka.zsigri-kovacs@bcch.com

BritiSH cHamBer of commerce in Hungary / BritiSH BuSineSS centre
Eiffel Palace 6th floor, H-1055 Budapest, Bajcsy-Zsilinszky út 78.
Tel.: +36 1 302-5200 (BCCH), +36 1 302-5201 (British Business Centre)
E-mail: bcch@bcch.com
Web: www.bcch.com
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Foundation Members of the BCCH

BAT Hungary
www.bat.hu

Erôs Ügyvédi Iroda /
Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP
www.ssd.com

Holmes Place
www.holmesplace.hu

Innotica Group
www.innotica.com

MEYER & LEVINSON
www.meyerlevinson.com

Shell Hungary Zrt.
www.shell.hu
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Budapest Airport
www.bud.hu

FirstMed
www.firstmedcenters.com

Hungarian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
www.mkik.hu

DS Smith Recycling
www.dssmithrecycling.com

Grayling Hungary
www.grayling.com

ING Bank
www.ing.hu

Investors in People
www.iip.hu

Maltacourt Global Logistics
www.maltacourt.com

Provident
www.provident.hu

PwC Hungary
www.pwc.hu

Tesco Global Áruházak Zrt.
www.tesco.hu

Vodafone Magyarország Zrt.
www.vodafone.hu

t he C hamber

Bringing Businesses
Together
tHe cHamBer
The British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary was founded in 1991 by British investors. It represents British, Hungarian
and international companies with the overarching principles of British business values and promotes trade and investment
flows between the UK and Hungary. The Chamber provides its members with all kinds of opportunities to raise their
company’s business profile and strengthen their competitiveness in the local and international market, such as various
events, publications, special areas of focus (e.g. knowledge transfer, SMEs, CR, etc.), international and regional partnerships,
business services through the knowledge and long-term business experience of BCCH members and the Chamber itself,
as well as special offers and discounts.

tHe BritiSH BuSineSS centre
The BCCH operates the British Business Centre, which was established by the British Embassy and the Chamber in order to
further strengthen business and trade relations between the two countries and boost UK exports to Hungary. The Centre was
opened in March 2014 by Lord Livingston, UK Minister for Trade and Investment and Mrs. Zsuzsanna Németh, Minister
of National Development in Hungary, and has since been serving as a first point of contact for British small and medium
sized enterprises with the support of UK Trade & Investment. Its aim is to connect British businesses to Hungarian business
opportunities, and to provide a networking hub and business facilities from which British businesses can build upon local
relationships to gain a stronger foothold in the market or maintain previously established connections. The Centre offers
services such as local market guidance, market entry strategies, event organisation and start-up support as well as hot desking
facilities.

13

t he C hamber

cHamBer eVentS
Professional BCCH events give members more access
to information and great insight into a wide range of
topics through a wide range of formats (CEO Dinners, business lunches, SME breakfasts, seminars, etc.), while Britishthemed networking and social events give them the chance
to extend their business network.
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The BCCH also co-operates with other chambers as well as
its members wishing to share their knowledge and expertise
in a certain field to organise joint events of various formats.
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puBlicationS
BCCH publications (BCCH Business News magazine – printed from
1994 until 2008, electronic since 2009; BCCH Yearbook; BCCH
website; event update emails) give members more visibility in Hungary,
in the region, and in Britain by providing them with the opportunity
to publish their news and professional articles as well as to advertise in
various formats.
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Special areas of focus – BCCH 2.0
The British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary launched a comprehensive programme in 2014 to redefine its strategy for
the coming years. This strategic revamp, or in other words, BCCH 2.0 includes a number of fields and areas, and revolves
around the notion of knowledge sharing. The aim of the new strategy is to position the BCCH as a facilitator of knowledge
sharing between members, large enterprises and SMEs, managers of different seniority levels, as well as the Chamber, its
members and the wider public.
The main areas of focus in the BCCH 2.0 framework are new events (CEO Dinners, SME Breakfasts, a Start-up conference
and social events focusing on the promotion of British culture), communication, mentoring, SMEs, CSR and sustainability,
government relations, and through all these, the improvement of the benefits and services the Chamber offers to its members.
As part of the Chamber’s new strategy, new events and series have been and are being introduced to the BCCH portfolio,
such as the BCCH CEO Dinners, which are exclusive VIP events for a selected group of business leaders with the main
purpose of sharing and discussing relevant topics concerning the Hungarian economy. These events are hosted by BCCH
Chairman Vazul Tóth and the Management of the Chamber, and attended by C-level executives from various industry
sectors of member companies and invited high-ranking guests. This unique event series is an excellent networking
opportunity, where attendees can gain first-hand business information on hot topics with no press presence.
Another important initiative was the organisation of a new flagship event, the BCCH-British Business Centre Startup Lab,
an event featuring renowned speakers and looking at what opportunities are open to entrepreneurs who are willing to expand
to the UK, ways to get funding and business partners, reasons to choose London and the pitfalls of launching your business
in the UK, and what the British market has to offer – and all this streamed to universities in Hungary, communities abroad,
and available online to the general public.
Focusing more on SMEs, the Chamber has also re-launched its SME Breakfast Series in association with FirstMed, the aim
of which is to create a leading service for small and medium-sized enterprises and discuss topics such as the use of social
media, HR issues and many other relevant areas with founders and managers of successful SMEs in Hungary who are willing
to share their experience and what has and has not worked for them.
The Chamber also set out to launch a Mentoring programme in accordance with its mission. The programme is designed
for managers who seek inspiration and find themselves at a stage in their careers where they could benefit from guidance
provided by experienced professionals, and is an excellent opportunity to improve one’s leadership skills. The BCCH wishes
to create a new tradition by annually choosing a small group of managers from its membership to help them become more
successful in leadership, contributing to increasing the success of their organisations with the assistance of mentors, who are
all experienced and successful leaders selected from among BCCH members and partners.
The BCCH is also focusing even more on sustainability and revitalising its CSR activities, which are to be built around the
sharing of best practices, close co-operation with the Professional Women’s Association (PWA) and the Business Council for
Sustainable Development in Hungary (BCSDH), as well as various forms of charity support. Government relations are also
to be improved by strengthening ties with government officials and organising various events.
With the implementation of the new strategy and thus the improvement of its services, the BCCH is also revitalising
its communication towards members, partners and the general public with a structured communication plan, improved
electronic correspondence, and a new website in the making. The Chamber also focuses more on social media presence,
being active on Facebook (www.facebook.com/britchamhu), LinkedIn (www.linkedin.com/company/british-chamber-ofcommerce-in-hungary), and Twitter (www.twitter.com/BritChamHu), and invites you to be part of its online community.
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International outreach
and Partnerships

The Chamber is also a member of EU-Chambers, the
Permanent Commission of the National and Bilateral
Chambers of the EU countries in Hungary.

The BCCH is a member of COBCOE, the Council of
British Chambers of Commerce in Europe (and within it
the Carpathian Group). More information about the organisation and how its member chambers and their member
companies can benefit from its services is available on www.
cobcoe.eu.
In addition to these memberships, the BCCH has
entered into partnerships with numerous printed and
electronic publications in order to enhance the visibility of the
Chamber and its members.

Special Chamber discounts to
and member-to-member offers

members

Members can save money through their membership
and benefit from services offered by the Chamber at
discount prices or even for free (e.g. participation at events,
event organising support, appearing on website and in
publications, advertising opportunities, access to contacts);
and also from a wide range of special offers provided by other
BCCH member companies, which are available on the
BCCH website.
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Wish to find out more?
Contact us for more information on the Chamber, its services, and membership options.
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British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary / British Business Centre
Eiffel Palace 6th floor, H-1055 Budapest, Bajcsy-Zsilinszky út 78.
Tel.: +36 1 302-5200 (BCCH), +36 1 302-5201 (British Business Centre)
E-mail: bcch@bcch.com Web: www.bcch.com
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Events and important news
of the BCCH in 2013-2014
June
The BCCH started the 2013-2014 Council year after the
2013 Annual General Meeting with a kick-off meeting of
the new Council: Chairman Vazul Tóth, Gergely Ábrahám,
Árpád Balázs, Dennis A. Diokno, Alan Griffiths, Zoltán
Igaz, Christopher Noblet, Márta Pálfalvi, Andrea Tóth, and
Alternate Council Members Melinda Katona and Gergely
Kollin, who discussed strategies for the upcoming two years
and elected Márta Pálfalvi as Deputy Chairwoman and
Árpád Balázs as Treasurer.

July and August
Most of the summer was spent with working on larger
projects, such as preparations for the signing of a grant letter
for the establishment of the British Business Centre and
the compiling of the 2013 Yearbook. Then in late August,
building on the wonderful memories of their stay in Venice
the previous year, the BCCH staff took a day off to enjoy
Budapest as they never have before. They started with a
lovely breakfast courtesy of the Sofitel Budapest Chain
Bridge, then worked off all the tasty bites climbing the stairs
to the lookout point at St. Stephen’s Basilica. Afterwards,
they unwound at the Royal Spa as the Corinthia Hotel
Budapest’s guests, and enjoyed a lavish dinner thanks to the
Budapest Marriott Hotel.

September
The first event of the autumn-winter season took place when
the Chamber teamed up with Bringóhintó and organised a
joint Family Day with FirstMed on Margitsziget, where guests
enjoyed great food, delicious coffee courtesy of Amora-illy, a
Margitsziget orientation game by Bringóhintó, as well as an
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activity corner set up by the Britannica International School,
and could also try themselves at playing cricket thanks to
the Hungarian Cricket Association. Following the Family
Day, the BCCH joined Swisscham and its partners: the Joint
Venture Association, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce
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in Hungary, and Advantage Austria Budapest in organising a
Business Lunch with Mihály Patai, President of the Banking
Association and Chairman and CEO of UniCredit Bank
Hungary Zrt.
The business lunch was followed by an event held jointly by
the BCCH, the European Association of Communication
Directors (EACD) and Grayling Hungary entitled “How
did Hungary become a festival hub?”, with a discussion
about the communication of festivals and what foreign and
Hungarian guests think about festivals and us. The event
was hosted by Irén Márta, EACD Regional Coordinator,
Chief of Corporate Affairs and Communications, Holcim
Hungary, and featured Fruzsina Szép, Programme Director
at Sziget Festival as guest speaker.
Guests were then invited to a Culture Club event organised
by Funzine: an exclusive tour of the Impressionists exhibition
at the Hungarian National Gallery, where they could enjoy
the beautiful works of Monet, Gauguin, Szinyei Merse, and
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Rippl-Rónai as part of a grand-scale exhibition featuring
paintings by French Impressionist and Post-Impressionist
artists alongside outstanding works by the most important
Hungarian painters of the period from three collections:
the Israel Museum in Jerusalem, the Hungarian National
Gallery, and the Museum of Fine Arts in Budapest.

October
October was a month of business meetings and joint
events with Funzine. It kicked off with a Speed Business
Meeting organised by the British Chamber of Commerce
in Hungary, the French-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, the DEFH (Dirigeants et Entrepreneurs
Francophones en Hongrie) and their co-operating partners:
the Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, the
German-Hungarian Chamber of Industry and Commerce,
the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, the Irish
Hungarian Business Circle, the Joint Venture Association,

e vents

and important news

2013-2014

the Netherlands-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce, and
the Swedish Chamber of Commerce in Hungary within
the framework of the Business Travel Show, followed by a
joint Culture Club event with Funzine at the Van Gogh 3D
exhibition hosted by VAM Design Center, where the artist’s
paintings came alive in stunning detail thanks to the threedimensional reproductions.
After another Speed Business Meeting held at Kaleidoscopio
Italia 2013 by the British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary,
the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, the FrenchHungarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the DEFH
(Dirigeants et Entrepreneurs Francophones en Hongrie) and
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BCCH

Business Certificates

Please contact the BCCH for more information.
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their co-operating partners: the Joint Venture Association and the Hungarian-Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce, the BCCH
celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Royal National Theatre (which first opened its doors in 1963 at the Old Vic under
Laurence Olivier with a production of William Shakespeare’s Hamlet on 22 October 1963), and officially launched its 2013
Yearbook at the Novotel Budapest Danube.
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This, however, was not the only time for celebration. The
most important event of the month was a press conference
at the British Embassy, where HMA Jonathan Knott
and BCCH Chairman Vazul Tóth signed the founding
document of the British Business Centre, the arrangements

November
In November, the Chamber took an important step in
reaching out to businesses outside of Budapest, when the
BCCH InfoPoint opened its doors in Debrecen thanks to
the devoted work of its manager, Katalin Koszta, and the
help of the Hajdú-Bihar County Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, who had provided the premises and equipment
for its operation.
The Chamber also kept its members busy on the events front
with an EU-Chambers Business Drinks gathering, organised
in order to give guests of each member chamber a chance
to meet not only the members and partners of their own
Chamber, but also have the opportunity to network and
share expertise with business professionals of other chambers.

for which started during the summer with the aim of
opening a centre which provides advice and assistance to UK
companies doing and seeking to do business in Hungary in
order to further strengthen bilateral trade relations between
the UK and Hungary, and to increase exports by and the
market presence of British SMEs in Hungary. It was decided
that the British Business Centre would be co-located with
the Chamber, so preparations were also started to move
or expand the BCCH office by the scheduled start of the
Centre’s operation in March 2014.
The last event of the month was a joint one with Funzine,
the “Beauties and Beasts” Halloween Party at Fogas Ház,
where everyone was invited to rattle up their inner demons
or refine their hidden beauty and come together for an event
where visceral terror was made horribly fun.
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The BCCH then joined Funzine and invited members and
partners to the Van Gogh Alive exhibition at Váci1 Palace,
where the highest art met the latest technology as video,
music and giant screens all worked to reveal the very heart
and soul of the master’s paintings.
Following these events, the Chamber and BusinessWorks
Hungary (as the partner of Investors in People UK in
Hungary) held a business breakfast to present BusinessLab,
a unique programme for young talents started in 2011. This
is an initiative to support students during their university
years by involving them in innovative development projects
in specific business areas where they have the opportunity
to transform an idea into valuable business results. The
programme equips students with practical field experience
based on real business cases, and helps them take their
important first steps in business life, while also establishing
strong relationships with companies.
The aim of the new programme after two pilot years is to
become the most significant business talent management
programme and the most extensive innovation network in
Hungary. This new concept was presented and officially
launched at the business breakfast event with the participation
of invited guests, universities, supporting companies, partner
organisations and the press. Guests had the opportunity to
exchange their ideas about the connections between talent
management, innovation and business success, and to
explore how they and their organisations can benefit from
the BusinessLab Programme.
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The British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary then
joined Swisscham Hungary and its partners: the Canadian
Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, the French-Hungarian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Italian Chamber
of Commerce in Hungary and Advantage Austria Budapest
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to organise a business lunch with Guest Speaker Dr. Zoltán
Cséfalvay, Minister of State for Economic Strategy, who gave
a presentation on Signs of economic growth, opportunities
for enterprises – Economic development and innovation
planning for 2014-20 and related available resources.

English-speaking staff
Wide range of medical services
Insurance direct billing
24-hour year-round care

Our lowest price on
Health Maintenance
Examination for
BCCH members:
Huf 38,200

FirstMed-FMC Kft.
Hattyúház, Hattyú u. 14.
H-1015 Budapest, Hungary
www.firstmedcenters.com/BCCH
Tel:
+36-1-224-9090
Fax:
+36-1-224-9091
E-mail: info@firstmedcenters.com
District II location
1021 Budapest, Hûvösvölgyi út 181.

Follow us on facebook!
For more information please contact Tina Pálfalvi
E-mail: palfalvi@firstmedcenter.com
Phone: +36 1 224-9095
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December
The first event of the month was yet another Culture Club event with Funzine, where members and partners were invited
to the Museum of Fine Arts for an exclusive tour of the From Caravaggio to Canaletto – The Glory of Italian Baroque and
Rococo Painting exhibition, which presented the leading styles, outstanding artist figures, and the extraordinary wealth
of genres, techniques and themes of 17th and 18th century Italian painting through more than 140 works by 100 masters,
including nine paintings by the period’s prominent painter genius, Caravaggio.

The BCCH then closed its 2013 autumn-winter season at its
Christmas Cocktail Party on 17 December 2013, organised
in co-operation with the British Embassy, the Hungarian
Business Leaders Forum and the Hungarian Association
of British Alumni (HABA), taking place at its traditional
venue, the Old Banking Hall of the British Embassy. All
of the organising partners invited their selected contacts
to this prestigious event, and it turned out to be a worthy
successor of the previous ones. After the opening speeches
by the hosts, guests enjoyed a buffet dinner provided
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by the Budapest Marriott Hotel, delicious illy coffee by Amora, soft drinks and wine supplied by Tesco, and cocktails
courtesy of Diageo.
There were also many raffle prizes thanks to the generous sponsors (The British Council, Danubius Hotels, Europa Group,
Innotica Group, Kempinski Hotel Corvinus Budapest, Novotel Budapest Danube, Sofitel Budapest Chain Bridge), so many
went home with early Christmas presents. The event, of course, could not have been such a success without the help
of FirstMed, Hammel & Hochreiter, Interdean Hungary, Investors in People Hungary, IT Services Hungary, MAPI,
Moldován & Co. Attorneys-At-Law, and Provident Financial.
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Those wishing for more were invited to an EU-Chambers Christmas Drinks event, where they had the opportunity to meet
members and partners of other Chambers and celebrate Christmas in good company with excellent food and delicious
drinks on the winter terrace of the Kempinski Hotel Corvinus Budapest.

January
The new year kicked off with a business lunch organised
by the Joint Venture Association, the British Chamber of
Commerce in Hungary and their partners: the Austrian
Embassy Commercial Department, the French-Hungarian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the GermanHungarian Chamber of Industry and Commerce, the Italian
Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, the NetherlandsHungarian Chamber of Commerce and Swisscham with
Dr. Ferenc Gerhardt, Vice President of the Hungarian
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National Bank. This was followed by a Tax law changes
seminar in association with Deloitte and the Irish-Hungarian
Business Circle, where tax and legal specialists from Deloitte
summarised the most important changes of the tax law for
2014 and the implications they would have for businesses.

February
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In February, the BCCH and Funzine invited members and
partners to another joint event, the first of the new year,
which took place at Jégterasz on the eve of Valentine’s Day
with steaming drinks, tasty bites, and a skating rink for
the brave and sporty. The Chamber then held a business
breakfast with Interdean Hungary entitled “Global and
Local – making global mobility work on all levels”, covering
topics such as managing risk (process, selection, compliance),

Meetings & events on 200 m2
with natural daylight and
stunning view.

Contact us:
h6151-sb@accor.com
+36 1 458 4964
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managing policy (locally – issues with the difference between
global and local policy), managing integration (assignees
into local culture), managing return on investment (big fish
in small pond as expat, small fish in big pond on return) with
guest speaker John Rason, Head of Consulting Services at
Santa Fe Group.
These events were followed by a business breakfast on
management liability organised by the EU-Chambers of
Commerce in Hungary in association with TMF entitled
“Managing Directors in danger – Self-defence and property
protection advice for chief executives”, the main objective
of which was to give an overview of the changes in the new
Civil Code, and to find international answers and solutions.

March
The BCCH reached a milestone in its operations in March
2014, as it was then ready for the opening of the British
Business Centre. Following the signing of the founding
document by HMA Jonathan Knott and BCCH Chairman
Vazul Tóth in October, arrangements were made to move
the BCCH headquarters to Eiffel Palace, a newly renovated
historical building, where their new office came to life thanks
to Europa Design, who transformed it into a modern and
very British space, which was topped off with providing the
Chamber with a new corporate design to mark the beginning
of a new era.
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The opening ceremony of the British Business Centre and
with it the new office was the closing programme of the
GREAT Mega Mission, which was aimed at boosting trade
relations between the UK and Central and Eastern Europe.
The mission started in Poland, and arrived to Hungary after
visiting the Czech Republic and Slovakia. The programme
in Budapest started with a briefing lunch at the British
Embassy, which was opened by Deputy Head of Mission
Theresa Bubbear. Participants gained valuable insight into
local business opportunities and sector-specific information
through the presentations of BCCH Chairman Vazul Tóth
and Dávid Németh, Senior Economic Analyst of K&H
Bank in Hungary.
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Missioners then discussed sector-relevant topics at the
Islands of Expertise roundtable session, which was followed
by a networking dinner reception opened by UK Minister
of State for Trade and Investment, Lord Ian Livingston,
followed by a speech by Ambassador Jonathan Knott. The
following morning was reserved for the closing programme
of the mission, a press conference and the official opening of
the British Business Centre in Hungary. After speeches by
Lord Ian Livingston, UK Minister for Trade and Investment,
Mrs. Zsuzsanna Németh, Minister of National Development
in Hungary, Vazul Tóth, Chairman of the British Chamber

of Commerce in Hungary, and Oliver Strommer, the newly
appointed Manager of the British Business Centre, the new
BCCH office and the Centre was officially opened by Lord
Livingston and Mrs. Németh on 7 March 2014.
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There was no time to rest for the team though, as the Chamber
then joined the Professional Women’s Association to host a
national leadership conference for decision makers with key
roles in the Hungarian economy with the participation of
international experts entitled “Competitiveness, inspiration
and balance – Women and men = Synergy in management”.
PWA’s Female Manager Award was handed over during the
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conference for the first time ever as an initiative with the
aim of creating a tradition to encourage women’s leadership
ambitions.
This event was followed by the second EU-Chambers
Business Drinks of the year, and a Speed Business Meeting
organised by the BCCH, the French-Hungarian Chamber
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of Commerce and Industry, the DEFH (Dirigeants et
Entrepreneurs Francophones en Hongrie), and their cooperating partners: the Canadian Chamber of Commerce
in Hungary, the German-Hungarian Chamber of Industry
and Commerce, the Italian Chamber of Commerce in
Hungary, the Irish Hungarian Business Circle, the Joint
Venture Association, the Netherlands-Hungarian Chamber
of Commerce, Swisscham Hungary, and for the first
time, ChinaCham Hungary and the Czech-Hungarian
Business Club.
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April
In April, BCCH Executive Director Éva Jónás attended
COBCOE’s Annual Conference and AGM in London, and
the Chamber held various joint events with its partners.
The first of these was a family programme organised by
Funzine: a night at the Centre of Scientific Wonders, which
was abuzz with fantastic games and an extraordinary physics
demonstration to test and poke at the limits of the known.
Afterwards, the BCCH and FirstMed invited members,
partners and their families for a Day of Golfing at Academy
Golf Budapest with free introductory golf lessons and an
opportunity for golfers with registered handicaps to play
nine holes for a discounted price.

E vents

On 23 April, the Chamber joined the Uránia National
Film Theatre and its partners: the Hungarian Shakespeare
Committee, Gondolat Kiadó, Akadémiai Kiadó Zrt.
and Pannónia Szórakoztató Kft. in celebrating the 450th
anniversary of Shakespeare’s birth, and as a long-standing
tradition, St. George’s Day at a special event entitled “In
memoriam William Shakespeare” remembering the Bard of
Avon and his work. The programme included a temporary
photo exhibition highlighting the past and present of
Shakespeare’s Globe in London and the screenings of The
Bard’s plays; a book fair offering various works about and
by Shakespeare, a discussion about Robert Nye’s novel ‘The
Late Mr. Shakespeare’ by Tamás Bényei, literary historian,
critic, literary translator, Professor at Debrecen University,
translator of the book and Géza Kállay, writer, literary
historian, Shakespeare scholar, Professor at the Department
of English Studies at ELTE; a Commemoration hosted
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by Ádám Nádasdy, linguist, poet, literary translator (with
works written by contemporary composers to Shakespeare
texts performed by the Erkel Ferenc Mixed Choir, a speech
by Péter Dávidházi, a performance by actor Gábor Csôre,
madrigals from Shakespeare’s times by the Budapesti
Tomkins Énekegyüttes, a screening of the Canadian
Stratford Festival’s performance of The Tempest starring
Christopher Plummer with Hungarian subtitles based on
Ádám Nádasdy’s literary translation, and a champagne toast
and informal conversation with the participants of the event.
The last event of the month was a business lunch with guest
speaker Radován Jelasity, CEO of Erste Bank Hungary
Zrt. organised by the British Chamber of Commerce in
Hungary, Swisscham Hungary and their partners: Advantage
Austria Budapest, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce in
Hungary, the French-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce
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and Industry, the German-Hungarian Chamber of Industry and Commerce, the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Hungary
and the Netherlands-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce, the title of which was “National economic outlook from the
bank’s perspective”.

May
The first event in May was organised in association with the
Joint Venture Association and its partners: the Canadian
Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, the French-Hungarian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the GermanHungarian Chamber of Industry and Commerce, the Italian
Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, the NetherlandsHungarian Chamber of Commerce, and Swisscham
Hungary entitled “Expat (every)Days in practice” exploring
what it is like to be an expat in Hungary.
This was followed by yet another joint event with Funzine,
where guests were invited to an exclusive tour of The World
of Toulouse-Lautrec exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts
celebrating Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec’s 150th birthday

and presenting 170 works by the legendary artist from the
museum’s own prints and drawings collection, providing a
glimpse into fin-de-siècle and early 20th century Paris.
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May 2014 was also the time to celebrate Hungary’s ten
years in the European Union, on which occasion the
EU-Chambers of Commerce in Hungary organised a
business conference with guest speaker László Andor, EU
Commissioner, Member of the European Commission
responsible for employment, social affairs and inclusion.
The main objective of the event was to give an overview of
the results of Hungary’s EU accession, identify its position,
and summarise the business community’ opinion about
the contribution of foreign-owned companies in the key
indicators of the Hungarian economy.
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The last event of the 2013-2014 Council year was the
Chamber’s Annual General Meeting, which took place at
Eiffel Palace, highlighting the possibilities of the BCCH’s
new premises. The meeting itself was organised at the PwC
Academy on the ground floor, while the reception afterwards
was hosted by the Eiffel Bistro & Bar. In line with the BCCH
Charter, the Council’s composition remained the same for
the coming year, so no election took place at the AGM, but
the previous 12 months were discussed through the reports
of Chairman Vazul Tóth, Executive Director Éva Jónás,
Treasurer Árpád Balázs and British Business Centre Manager
Oliver Strommer, and UKTI Director Dr. Dora Kulauzov
also said a few words as Honorary Vice-Chairwoman. There
was also a vote on the amendment of the BCCH Charter,
and members elected a Supervisory Board.
Guests were then invited to visit the BCCH’s new office on
the 6th floor, and to join the Chamber’s management and
team for a reception at the Eiffel Bistro & Bar to enjoy a
lovely dinner and a World Cup 2014 Quiz with special
prizes presented by BCCH Council member Alan Griffiths.
The event, of course, could not have been such a success
without the help of main sponsor Vodafone, and the
other companies who had offered their kind contribution:
Budapest Airport, Danubius Hotels Group, Europa Design,
Heineken Hungary, Interdean Hungary, Maltacourt Global
Logistics, Provident Financial, PwC Hungary and Regus.
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