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Expert corporate solutions delivered
through our Hungary office

We are part of Capita plc, the UK’s leading provider
of business outsourcing services. We provide
award winning corporate and financial outsourcing
solutions to a wide range of multinational clients.

– Preparation of annual financial statements and arrange
statutory audits

As one of the market leaders in Hungary, our local team
provides premium administration and back-office support
services including:

– Asset administration and cash management services

– Provision of office accommodation and registered office
– Provision of experienced directors
– Opening and operating bank accounts

– Production of management accounts in accordance with
IFRS and / or Hungarian GAAP
– Preparation and filing of tax and other regulatory returns
– Shareholder / director meetings and company secretarial
support
– Representation of clients with state authorities
– Employee related services including payroll, and HR
services

– Accounting and bookkeeping services

Contact us
Eamonn O’Dea
Business Development Executive
t: +36 1 328 6808
e: eamonn.odea@capitaifs.com

Attila Urbanovics
Managing Director
t: +36 1 328 6812
e: attila.urbanovics@capita.hu

UK • Ireland • Jersey • Luxembourg • The Netherlands • Germany • Hungary • Poland • Switzerland • US • UAE • India
Capita Asset Services is a trading name of Capita Hungary LLC, which is registered in the Metropolitan Court
of Budapest acting as Court of Registration. Registered office: Dohany utca 12, 2 Floor, H-1074 Budapest,
Hungary. Registered in Hungary No. Cg 01-09-685579.

www.capitaassetservices.com
CS15081
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C hargé d ’A ffaires

Foreword by the Chargé d’Affaires
It has been a great pleasure for me to act as the Honorary Chairwoman of the BCCH since April this
year in my capacity as Chargé d`Affaires of the British Embassy.
The current BCCH Chairman, Vazul Tóth, came into office in 2013. His dynamic approach signalled
a turning point for the Chamber. Under Vazul’s leadership they have worked hard, with the Embassy,
to help British business. I was delighted – but not surprised – that Vazul was re-elected at the BCCH
Annual General Meeting this spring.
At the Embassy, commercial work has been our main focus in the past couple of years and we have
introduced a campaigning approach to promote British excellence in innovation and creativity. A good
example of this is the GREAT campaign as part of which we organized promotional events, such as our
Formula 1 and GREAT Life Sciences events last year.
The highlight of our joined up work with the Chamber is, of course, the British Business Centre
project. The Centre was officially opened by the British Trade Minister Lord Livingston in March 2014.
The Business Centre team, supported by the BCCH and the Embassy, are working to develop business networks and to facilitate new
bilateral relationships between small and medium sized enterprises. All of our work at the Embassy`s UK Trade & Investment (UKTI)
team and at the British Business Centre aims to underpin the British government`s ambition to increase UK exports to GBP 1 trillion by
2020 at the global level.
UKTI and the British Business Centre complement each other, leaving my team at UKTI to focus on larger scale, more strategic activities.
UKTI will continue to concentrate on high value opportunities, government to government relations, and market access issues. They will
also remain the contact point for large companies.
These are exciting times and we are happy to work even more closely with the BCCH to support British business in Hungary. From
my Embassy perspective I am delighted to see an ever more dynamic BCCH providing direct support to British business in Hungary.
We plan to deepen our relationship with BCCH further and continue to work together for British economic and business interests.

Theresa Bubbear
Chargé d’Affaires a.i.
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The
Best Practice
Network
is a professional community
whose members run their
businesses in compliance with the
Investors in People Framework.
Join these excellent companies and
enjoy the benefits of the Network:
an international knowledge base,
community initiatives, knowledge
sharing opportunities and
consultancy support. Contact us
for more information.

bpn@iip.hu
www.iip.hu
www.investorsinpeople.co.uk
www.bcch.com

L etter

from the

C hairman

Dear Members, Partners and
Friends of the BCCH,
Last year I stated that CHANGE dominated our operations in 2014 as we commenced to lay the
foundations of the new strategy we had labelled as BCCH 2.0. Now, if I had to choose one word to
describe my second year as Chairman of the British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, I would,
without hesitation, say BUILD. When I was re-elected for a second term in May 2015 for this role,
I was determined to revamp our strategy and rebuild our operations in such a way that we can deliver
more to our members.
We began to BUILD new events and through this process, strengthened our relationship with our
existing members and BUILT relationships with new members. We began to BUILD opportunities for
British SMEs entering the Hungarian market through our British Business Centre operations.
This year, we have continued our strategic revamp and managed to position the BCCH as a facilitator
of knowledge sharing expertise between large enterprises and SMEs, we have hosted successful CEO
dinners, with the Chief Executives of Danubius Hotels, Vodafone, PwC, Heineken, GE Lighting and
Budapest Airport, sharing their industry insights and management practices. We launched our Mentoring Programme in March, again
with the aim to support knowledge transfer to young talented managers and share best practices, which turned out to be a very successful
initiative and it will be continued throughout the next couple of years. We also have co-hosted a significant event with the Professional
Women’s Association and celebrated the first successful year of the British Business Centre providing over 120 service deliveries to British
companies in the first year of operation. After signing the diversity charter this year, I can happily say that we are launching an initiation
in accordance with our mission. The charter declares that we believe in the power of diversity and are willing to act to further its cause;
this new initiative will be focusing on CSR activities, generation challenges at present and in the future, and sustainability amongst other
things. The BCCH has also received full accreditation by the British Chambers of Commerce, which is an enormous success and reflects
the efficient operation of the Chamber.
We also had some staff changes in early 2015. Éva Jónás had been our Executive Director before Csilla Csurgai returned from maternity
leave. We appointed Piroska Csóbor to the finance position. Following interviews in March, Piroska Pápay came on board as the second
Trade Specialist of the British Business Centre to raise the number of members of the BCCH team to six.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the team for making sure that all these projects went smoothly and we managed to maintain
our operations during this period as well. This enabled us to keep our event calendar lively, with 39 events organised in 2014-2015,
the highlights of which were no doubt the Start-up Conference.
To conclude, I would like to say that BUILD will remain the defining word for the coming year as well. We are carrying on with our
successful CEO Dinner series and SME Breakfasts, conferences on start-ups, and bringing sustainability and British culture more to the
forefront of BCCH activities, whilst focusing even more on innovation and SMEs. We will also work closely with our InfoPoint set up in
Debrecen, we are planning to launch another InfoPoint in Pécs as well and continue our efforts to expand our reach beyond the borders
of Budapest. I look forward to working with the staff and the newly elected Council in the 2015-2016 Chamber year and hope that this
publication will serve as another means of helping them make the most of their BCCH membership. And as always, we are open to our
members’ feedback and suggestions to make sure that they receive the best service possible and that they benefit from being members of
an ever-changing and evolving organisation.

Vazul Tóth
BCCH Chairman
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M anagement , C ouncil

Management

Honorary Chairwoman
Theresa Bubbear
Chargé d’Affaires a.i.
British Embassy
Budapest

Chairman
Vazul Tóth

Head of Business Transformation
Commercial Operations
Vodafone Hungary
1096 Budapest, Lechner Ödön fasor 6.

Honorary Vice-Chairwoman
Dr. Dora Kulauzov
Director of
UK Trade and Investment
British Embassy
Budapest

Council Members

Gergely Ábrahám

Árpád Balázs
Partner
PwC Hungary

Managing Director
FirstMed-FMC Kft.

1066 Budapest, Teréz krt. 46.
Tel.: +36 1 266-7833
Fax: +36 1 266-7344

Eiffel Palace, 1055 Budapest,
Bajcsy-Zsilinszky út 78.
Tel.: +36 1 461-9100
Fax: +36 1 461-9101

1015 Budapest, Hattyú utca 14.
Tel.: +36 1 224-9090
Fax: +36 1 224-9091

Managing Director
Grayling Hungary

Kinga Kalocsai

Adrienne Makkay-Chambers

1044 Budapest, Váci út 77.
Tel.: +36 1 399 1100
Fax: +36 1 231 5270

1037 Budapest, Montevideo utca 3/A.
Tel.: +36 1 487 9090

PR & Communications Director
GE Lighting EMEA
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Wilson Learning in Hungary,
the Czech Republic and Slovakia

Dennis Diokno

Christopher Noblet

Partner
Partos & Noblet in co-operation with
Hogan Lovells International LLP
1051 Budapest, Vörösmarty tér 7-8.
Tel.: +36 1 505-4480
Fax: +36 1 505-4485

M anagement , C ouncil

Council Members

Andrea Tóth

Márta Pálfalvi

Strategic Advisor
British Automotive

Corporate Affairs
and Communications Director
Heineken Hungária Zrt.
1068 Budapest, Dózsa György út 84/A.,
Liget Center
Tel.: +36 1 437-2155
Fax: +36 1 437-2173

1186 Budapest, Czifra György utca 15.
Tel.: +36 1 882-8900
Fax: +36 1 882-8901

Alternate Council Members

Melinda Katona

Managing Director
Borealis Consulting Ltd.
2030 Érd, Fûrészelô u. 8.
Tel.: +36 23 394-966
Fax: +36 23 394-966

Gábor Csóti

Partner,
Managing Director
Investors In People Hungary
1134 Budapest, Kassák Lajos utca 59.
Tel.: +36 20 928 7314
Fax: +36 1 783-9620

Paul Szemán

Managing Director
Maltacourt Hungary Ltd.
2045 Törökbálint, Tó Park utca 3.
Forwarders Plaza
Tel.: +36 23 800-060
Fax: +36 23 555-040

British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary / British Business Centre
Eiffel Palace 6th floor, H-1055 Budapest, Bajcsy-Zsilinszky út 78.
Tel.: +36 1 302-5200 (BCCH), +36 1 302-5201 (British Business Centre)
E-mail: bcch@bcch.com
Web: www.bcch.com
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T he C hamber

The BCCH offers
vibrant and
contemporary
meeting facilities in
the heart
of the city.
An ideal location for
seminars, meetings
and workshops.
Booking is easy.
Simply select your
date, we send you the
quote and confirm
your booking.
All of our facilities
have high-speed
Wi-Fi access.

Contact us at bcch@bcch.com.
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staff

Meet the Staff
CSILLA CSURGAI is Executive Director of
the British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary.
As Executive Director, Csilla is responsible
for the successful leadership and management
of the organisation according to the strategic
direction set by the Management and Council
of the BCCH. After completing her studies
at the University of Pécs, she lived in Toronto
between 2001 and 2004, where she obtained her
post-graduate diploma. After a North American experience, she moved to
London, UK and joined the London School of Economics for nearly 2
years, where she played an active key role in the event management’s work.
She settled in Budapest and joined the British Chamber of Commerce
in Hungary in 2006. As Services & Events Manager, she participated
in managing a wide range of activities at the Chamber for over 4 years
during which she developed an excellent relationship with members and an
extensive network of business contacts. Csilla has been Executive Director of
the Chamber since February 2009. With the support of the twelve-member
Chamber Council, she assumes overall responsibility for the Chamber’s
day-to-day business activities. She is married and has a daughter, Blanka.

OLIVÉR STROMMER is Manager of the
British Business Centre. With an extensive startup background serving as managing director for
over ten years for Hungarian based UK media
subsidiaries, Oliver also held senior positions at
one of the world’s largest exhibition organising
firms, namely ITE Group Plc. A British/
Hungarian national, Oliver helped set-up the
British Business Centre in Hungary that assists
UK SME’s to win export business in this fast growing central European
market. Oliver enjoys playing sports, especially football and tennis, whilst
also setting aside time whenever possible to watch his son play, too. Good
food and entertaining films are also high on his pleasurable pastimes.

ÁDÁM MADARÁSZ is Event & Communications Manager of the British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary. Ádám joined the Chamber
as an event and communications intern, and he
did a valuable job with his event and administrational activities; he soon became Co-ordinator,
and in early 2015, he was appointed Event &
Communications Manager. He is responsible
for organising and supervising the execution of
Chamber events, co-ordinating programmes, managing social media activities and website content. He studied English linguistics, history and
literature at Kodolány János University. He currently studies Astro Biology
at HarvardX, Quantum Mechanics of Molecular Structures at UTokyoX,
and Marketing and Online Business Management at the Digital Business
Academy UK. Ádám is absorbed in how social media and technology
help growing businesses by generating visibility, and how startup companies shape today’s business world. He also shares a passion for discovering
different cultures and gastronomy; he loves travelling, and he is very fond
of board sports.

HAJNALKA POLONYI is Trade Specialist at
the British Business Centre. Prior to joining
the Centre’s team, she worked for UK Trade &
Investment for 12 years. What she started at
UKTI continues to assist UK SMEs to enter the
Hungarian market. She’s a Pitbull in the sense
that she does not release a challenge until she
finds the best potential solution for the customer.
She has started a re-integration programme with
the Balassagyarmat Prison to reduce reoffending through providing a useful
skill to inmates. As a mother hen of the team, the staff certainly enjoy her
baking qualities each Monday.

PIROSKA CSÓBOR is Finance & Office
Manager of the British Chamber of Commerce
in Hungary. Piroska became our team member
in early 2015, and took over this valuable role
amazingly fast; she deals with mountains of
invoices beside payroll and budget on a daily
basis, she creates superfine, colourful charts
and reports, which ensure that the Chamber’s
financial matters are going punctually. She is
currently working on to see the numbers from a higher perspective and
behind the scenes, as very soon she is going to be a certified accountant. Her
enthusiasm is contagious and with all of her work she is incredibly precise.
She considers herself as a persistent perfectionist. Besides making miracles
with numbers and calculations, Piroska is currently taking care of two dogs
with their six puppies. If that wouldn’t be enough, she also has a cat.

DR PIROSKA PÁPAY is Trade Specialist at the
British Business Centre. She graduated from
Pázmány Péter Catholic University as a lawyer
in 2013. Prior to joining the Centre’s team, she
worked as an intern in the European Parliament
in Brussels, gained experience as a research fellow
in the field of minority rights protection at a
local organisation, and she was a junior lawyer
in Slovakia. Piroska joined the British Business
Centre in 2015, which makes her the newest member of the team. She is
responsible for assisting UK SMEs expand their business potential on the
Hungarian market. Piroska understands needs, transforms situations to find
positive, valuable outcomes, making sure that all projects are carried out.
Thanks to her efforts clients are in good hands. She loves spending her spare
time with her dog, Leonard, and only the size of her shoe collection exceeds
her sense of humour.
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F oundation

members

Foundation Members of the BCCH

ACCOR Hotels
www.accorhotels.com

Budapest Airport
www.bud.hu

GE Lighting EMEA
www.gelighting.com/LightingWeb/emea

ING Bank
www.ingcommercialbanking.hu

BAT Hungary
www.bat.hu

Brompton Hungary
www.brompton.hu

ECS Leisure
www.ecs-sunbeds.com

Erôs Ügyvédi Iroda /
Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP
www.ssd.com

FirstMed
www.firstmedcenters.com

Holmes Place
www.holmesplace.hu

IIS Group
www.iisgroup.hu

Grayling Hungary
www.grayling.com

Innotica Group
www.innotica.com

Investors in People
www.iip.hu

BT ROC
www.globalservices.bt.com

Hungarian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
www.mkik.hu

Minimum use size 35mm

Maltacourt Global Logistics
www.maltacourt.com

PwC Hungary
www.pwc.hu
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MEYER & LEVINSON
www.meyerlevinson.com

Nano Clean
www.nanoclean.co.uk

Shell Hungary Zrt.
www.shell.hu

Tesco Global Áruházak Zrt.
www.tesco.hu

Provident
www.provident.hu

Vodafone Magyarország Zrt.
www.vodafone.hu

T he C hamber

Bringing Businesses
Together
The Chamber
The British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary was founded in 1991 by British investors. It represents British, Hungarian
and international companies with the overarching principles of British business values and promotes trade and investment
flows between the UK and Hungary. The Chamber provides its members with all kinds of opportunities to raise their
company’s business profile and strengthen their competitiveness in the local and international market, such as various events,
publications, Special Interest Groups, international and regional partnerships, business services through the knowledge and
long-term local business experience of BCCH members and the Chamber itself, as well as special offers and discounts.
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T he C hamber

Chamber events
Professional BCCH events give members more access to
information and great insight into a wide range of topics
through a wide range of formats (CEO Dinners, business
lunches, SME breakfasts, seminars, etc.), while British
themed networking and social events give them the
chance to extend their business network. The BCCH also
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T he C hamber

co-operates with other chambers as well its members wishing
to share their knowledge and expertise in a certain field to
organise joint events of various formats.
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T he C hamber

Publications
BCCH publications (BCCH Business News magazine – printed from
1994 until 2008, electronic since 2009; BCCH Yearbook; BCCH
website; event update emails) give members more visibility in Hungary,
in the region, and in Britain by giving them the chance to publish their
news and professional articles as well as advertise in various formats.
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T he C hamber

Special areas of focus
The British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary launched a comprehensive programme in 2014 to redefine its strategy for
the coming years. This strategic revamp, or in other words, BCCH 2.0 included a number of fields and areas and revolved
around the notion of knowledge sharing. The aim of the new strategy was to position the BCCH as a facilitator of knowledge
sharing between members, managers of different seniority levels, as well as the Chamber, its members and the wider public.
The main areas of focus in the BCCH 2.0 framework were new events such as the CEO Dinners, SME Breakfasts, social
events focusing on the promotion of British culture, communication, mentoring, SMEs, CSR and sustainability, government
relations, and through all these, the improvement of the benefits and services the Chamber offers to its members. We held
a very successful Start-up conference, which focused on what the British market had to offer and what opportunities were
open to entrepreneurs who were willing to expand to the UK. Encouraged by the success of the Start-up Lab, the BCCH is
set out to launch new initiatives: they will be revolved around diversity and will be looking at what opportunities are open
to large enterprises, SMEs and entrepreneurs.
As part of the Chamber’s new strategy, new events and series have been and are being introduced to the BCCH portfolio,
such as the BCCH CEO Dinners, which are exclusive VIP events for a selected group of business leaders with the main
purpose of sharing and discussing relevant topics concerning the Hungarian economy. These events are hosted by BCCH
Chairman Vazul Tóth and the Management of the Chamber, and attended by C-level executives from various industry sectors
of member companies and invited high-ranking guests. This unique event series is an excellent networking opportunity,
where attendees can gain first-hand business information on hot topics with no press presence. Taking over from the British
Embassy, the British Business Club is launching in early 2016 and it is a valuable resource to help businesses make the most
of business networking and activity around Budapest.
Focusing more on SMEs, the Chamber also re-launched its SME breakfasts last year in association with FirstMed, which
turned out to be a very popular event series. The aim of which is to create a leading service for small and medium-sized
enterprises and discuss topics such as the use of social media, HR issues, EU grants and subsidies, measuring emotional
intelligence in business, revolutionising and digitalising business methods without significant investments and many other
relevant areas with founders and managers of successful SMEs in Hungary who are willing to share their experience and
expertise and what has and has not worked for them.
The Chamber also launched a Mentoring programme in accordance with its mission, which will be continued in 2016.
The programme is designed for managers who seek inspiration and find themselves at a stage in their careers where they could
benefit from guidance provided by experienced professionals and is an excellent opportunity to improve one’s leadership
skills. The BCCH wishes to create a new tradition by annually choosing a small group of managers from its membership
to help them become more successful in leadership, contributing to increasing the success of their organisations with the
assistance of mentors, who are all experienced and successful leaders selected from among BCCH members and partners.
In addition to the Mentoring Programme, the Chamber introduces its Coaching Programme for C-level executives to
help them maximise their personal and professional potential, which is particularly important in today’s complex business
environment.
With the implementation of the new strategy and thus the improvement of its services, the BCCH has been revitalising
its communication towards members, partners and the general public with a structured communication plan, improved
electronic correspondence in the making, and the new website, which ensures that the information flows smoothly.
The Chamber also focuses more on social media presence, being active on Facebook (www.facebook.com/britchamhu),
LinkedIn (www.linkedin.com/company/british-chamber-of-commerce-in-hungary), and Twitter (www.twitter.com/
BritChamHu), and invites you to be part of its growing online community.
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T he C hamber

International outreach
and Partnerships
The BCCH is a member of COBCOE, the Council of
British Chambers of Commerce in Europe (and within
it the Carpathian Group). More information about the
organisation and how its member chambers and their
member companies can benefit from its services is available
on www.cobcoe.eu.

The Chamber is also a member of EuCham, the Permanent
Commission of the National and Bilateral Chambers of the
EU countries in Hungary.

In addition to these memberships, the BCCH has entered
into partnerships with numerous printed and electronic
publications in order to enhance the visibility of the
Chamber and its members.

Special Chamber discounts to
and member-to-member offers

members

Members can save money through their membership and
benefit from services offered by the Chamber at discount
prices or even for free (e.g. participation at events,
event organising support, appearing on website and in
publications, advertising opportunities, access to contacts);
and also from a wide range of special offers provided by
other BCCH member companies, which are available on the
BCCH website.
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T he B ritish B usiness C entre

The British Business Centre
The British Business Centre works in partnership with UK Trade & Investment (UKTI) on the Overseas Business Networks
initiative (OBNi). Launched in late 2012 by the Prime Minister, the OBNi aims to transform the support available for
British SMEs seeking to do business in high-growth, hard-to-access markets across the world. Together with UKTI we
work with UK-based businesses to ensure their success in international markets. The OBNi’s primary goal is to assist small
and medium-sized businesses in obtaining access to new business opportunities in Hungary. The British Business Centre
in Hungary is an innovative enterprise that connects business opportunities to business people. This latest government
initiative is designed to create entrepreneurial opportunities for UK-based small and medium- sized operations that aspire
to benefit from the virtually untapped Hungarian market, a market that is already proving highly receptive to the best that
British business has to offer. The Centre provides a networking hub and superb business facilities from which British SME
businesses can build upon local relationships to gain a route into in the market or maintain/ strengthen previously established
connections. It offers attractive subsidised rates for its services to both local and British businesses; the Centre boasts an
exceptional venue for seminars, training programmes, meetings, including a boardroom and workshop space. Business
people visiting Hungary will have access to personalised local market guidance, hot-desking facilities and much more. There
is a vast potential trade for British companies in Hungary. The staff are trained to supply introductions to key companies and
players in Hungary, assist British businesses obtain vital information and provide ongoing assistance to foreign businesses.

Services for UK Businesses
• Basic start-up support, including access to facilities, introductions to Hungarian companies, advising, vetted professional
services and more.
• Market promotion and outreach, including standardised UK web presence on a shared global platform, B2B webinars and
video conferencing with UK clients.
• Market support and working areas for field trips; access to UKTI inward, outward, regional trade missions.
• Tailored advisory services, such as legal support, financial support, translation and interpreting services.
• General services, including 1-to-1 mentoring, market awareness training, employee recruitment and management.
• Country and sector overviews, opportunities information, short-sharp meaningful assistance, Market Assistance Programme,
product / service feasibility analysis, market-entry strategy analysis and identification.

Additional Consulting Services
• Business marketing, including digital platform advisory services, marketing strategy development, social media penetration
and print design.
• Planning and execution of events such as business mixers, breakfast briefings, special annual events, lunch seminars, press
conferences and product launches.
• Education in business, such as advice on project management and training workshops.

Business and Hungary
• Support booking and customer meeting planning.
• B2B webinars and video conferencing with clients from the United Kingdom.
• Partner identification and matching service, assistance with planning a visit programme, product launch services,
local market introductions, identification of possible business partners and support for networking events ( bespoke for
the client ).
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Events and important news
of the BCCH in 2014-2015
June
After the 2014 Annual General Meeting the BCCH started
the 2014-2015 Council year with a kick-off meeting, where
strategies for the upcoming year were discussed.
June was started with a Business Drinks event, organised by
the British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary. It offered
a good opportunity to network and share expertise with
business professionals of other chambers; it was a great way
to make new connections in an exceptional atmosphere of
the Kempinski Hotel Corvinus Budapest.

Another event was organised by the British Chamber of
Commerce in Hungary, the French- Hungarian Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, the EFH (Dirigeants et
Entrepreneurs Francophones en Hongrie) and their cooperating partners: ChinaCham Hungary, British Chamber
of Commerce in Hungary, Canadian Chamber of Commerce
in Hungary, Czech-Hungarian Business Club, GermanHungarian Chamber of Industry and Commerce, Irish
Hungarian Business Circle, Italian Chamber of Commerce
in Hungary, Joint Venture Association, NetherlandsHungarian Chamber of Commerce, the Swisscham Hungary
and for the first time the Trade Council of Denmark.
The event aimed to help to develop new business
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relationships through 10 minute long B2B meetings with
randomly selected partners.
In June, the Chamber took an important step in reaching
out to businesses outside of Budapest when the BCCH
InfoPoint opened its doors in Debrecen. The opening event
was organised by the British Chamber of Commerce in
Hungary, the British Business Centre and their co-operating
partners: Cambridge Language School, the Hajdú-Bihar
County Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Enterprise
Europe Network, Euro Lingva, European SME Week and

Exemplas and it took place at the House of Organizations of
Nonprofit Economic Development. The Introduction of the
BCCH InfoPoint in Debrecen was part of the programme of a
trade mission from the UK to Hungary.
The welcome speech was held by Lajos Kósa, former Mayor of
Debrecen, Ferenc Miklóssy, President of the Hajdú-Bihar County
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, CEO of KEVIÉP Ltd.,
and Dr György Nagy, Chairman of the HungarianBritish Chamber of Commerce in the United Kingdom.
The representatives from the Infopoint were Éva Jónás,
former Executive Director of the BCCH and Katalin Koszta,
Regional Director of the Infopoint.

E vents

July and August
Most of the summer was spent by working on larger projects,
such as preparations for the 2014 Yearbook. Then in late
July there were two events, one of these took place on 20
July; GB-HU Women’s Waterpolo Match at the European
Championships in Budapest. It was organised in Budapest
between 14 and 27 July at the Alfréd Hajós National Sports
Swimming Stadium on the Margaret Island. There were 12
men and 8 women teams and the Dutch girls were competing
as well. The guests could enjoy delicious snacks, refreshing
drinks. The match was successful, the English girls fought
bravely but did not reach the final stage of the tournament.
Hungary’s women national water polo team earned the third
place and Hungary’s men team the second.
The second event in July retained in Budapest Park on
29 July, where the British Chamber of Commerce in
Hungary and Skalar Music kindly invited their members to
a Joss Stone concert.

September
After a short summer break, the first event of the autumnwinter season took place when the BCCH organised a
CEO Dinner with Dr Imre Deák, President and CEO of

and important news

2014-2015

the Danubius Hotels Group. It was the first BCCH CEO
Dinner organised and it took place on 24 September at
the Budapest Marriott Hotel. The event was a success, the
participants had splendid supper courtesy of the Budapest
Hotel Marriott, and Dr Deák gave 25-30-minute talk on
tourism in Hungary, and shared his views on improvements
and challenges in the hospitality and tourism industry,
highlighting some success stories and development areas.

The second event in September was a Family Day, which
was organised by the BCCH jointly with FirstMed.
We invited our members, partners and their families to a
lovely cruise on the Danube with delicious snacks and drinks
and also a corner for the kids, set up by the Britannica
International School.
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October
October was kicked off with an Art Market organised by
Funzine, where we awaited our members and partners with a
guided tour and delicious finger food. Art Market Budapest
is the most significant achievement of the contemporary
Hungarian fine arts scene, an internationally acclaimed
gathering that attracts the attention of the culturally
conscious world each year. As Eastern Europe’s leading
contemporary art fair, Art Market Budapest enhances
Budapest’s renown and presents the accomplishments of our
country’s artists to the world.
After that, we invited our guests for an After-Work Business
Drinks, which was held by the British Chamber of Commerce
in Hungary and the Swedish Chamber of Commerce in
Kempinski Hotel Corvinus. Our guests spoke about projects
and curiosities that do not make the agenda of various
events most of the time, and this genuine conversation
was made even more interesting with striking background
materials, films, pictures, and last but not least a fun quiz
with various gifts. Impeccable hospitality was ensured by
the hotel’s exceptional service, providing our guests with
delicious sandwiches, cakes and refreshments as well as
beer and wine. This event was a great opportunity to meet
members of BCCH and SCCH and share their experiences
with other business people. Roundtable participants were:
Otto Feuertag, Managing Director of Europa Design, Tamás
Gábor, Marketing Manager at VOLVO, Alexandra Schmidt,
Director of Sales of Kempinski Hotel Corvinus, Tibérius
Soltész, Managing Director of Kinnarps Hungary, Eszter
Varga-Nagy, PR Manager at IKEA.
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outlook and envisaged new trends in telecommunications,
and he shared his thoughts on the investment environment.
After that, on 31 October, BCCH and Funzine threw their
jointly organised special themed Roses and Skulls Halloween
party; the Mexican Day of the Dead. For the previous year’s
fantastically popular party, they turned Fogas Ház into a
house of horror. Dia de los Muertos lasts several days, the
occasion is the Catholic All Souls and All Saints Days, but
Mexicans celebrate it a little differently than we do on the
old continent. Rather than mourning for the dead, they
celebrate their lives and invite their spirits back for a day to
party with the living. Lavishly decorated altars are set up in
the homes and the streets are filled with music, marigolds
and people dressed in colourful costumes. This is the
atmosphere we’ll be bringing to Fogas Ház on 31 October.
2014’s Haloween Party was all about flowers, colours and
sugar skull face paint. The music was provided by Metha,
and the guests could get a taste of Mexican delicacies, curtesy
of Gringos Amigos.

Then in late October two events were organised; first, the
second BCCH CEO Dinner with Diego Massidda, CEO of
Vodafone Hungary. Mr Massidda talked about the economic
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November
November was a month of seminars, and business meetings.
It started with the Chamber’ s new SME Breakfast series;
our first breakfast panel discussion was hosted by BCCH
Foundation member FirstMed, and our panelists, were
Dennis A. Diokno, Managing Director of FirstMed and
Nimród Kovács, owner of Kovács Nimród Winery. They
discussed social media tactics, shared their strategies on what
had and had not worked for them.
The Chamber also kept its members busy on the events
front with a Leadership seminar on “Western versus Eastern
European leadership perspectives in change”, which was
jointly organised with the Netherlands-Hungarian Chamber
of Commerce and their co-operating partners: Hammel &
Hochreiter International Consulting Kft., Czech-Hungarian
Business Club, the Danish-Hungarian Business Club and
the Irish-Hungarian Business Circle and took place in Larus
Restaurant. The keynote speaker of the event was Diederik
Pen, COO of Wizz Air.

The last event of the month was the highly anticipated
BCCH-British Business Centre Start-Up Lab, which took
place on 28 November at the Eiffel Palace, which is the
headquarters of the BCCH office, too. The event aimed to
answer all the questions participants could have had; what
opportunities are open to entrepreneurs who are willing to
expand to the UK, how can you get funding and business
partners, reasons to choose London and the pitfalls of
launching your business in the UK, and what does the British
market have to offer. Speakers were Krzysztof Jedziniak,
Investment Director of UKTI CEE, Craig Skelton, Director
at PwC UK, Gábor Csóti, Managing Partner of Investors in
People Hungary, Csongor Biás and Zoltán Ács from Design
Terminal, David Trayford, Founder of thehub.hu, Coach at
SeedCamp, Pioneers Festival, Singularity University, András
Bencsik, Co-founder of Antavo, Hercules Fisherman, Serial
Entrepreneur and Startup Evangelist, named in NEXT
TOP 100 influencer in the digital industry in 2013, Péter
Balogh, CEO of NNG, Kent Height, Director of Beyond
Media and Barnabás Debreczeni, Founder of Octarine
Labs, Entrepreneur, who launched the first BitCoin ATM
in Hungary. We even streamed the Startup Lab courtesy of
Stream Punk, so people could join in and watch it online.

The next event in November was the British Chamber of
Commerce in Hungary and the Netherlands-Hungarian
Chamber of Commerce’s Business Lunch. These events
are organised regularly in order to help members network
and share expertise with business professionals from their
own as well as other Chambers. The BCCH and NHCC
management created a light lunch with soft drinks with
a wonderful panoramic view of the InterContinental
Budapest.

December
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December was very busy; the first event of the month was the
second event of the Chamber’s relaunched SME Breakfast
series, which as always, was hosted by Foundation Member
FirstMed. The invited panelist was Ms Mónika Vörös,
HR Leader for Hungary and Adria countries at Unilever,
and she talked about performance management and talent
development in practice.

E vents

The second SME Breakfast was followed by the third CEO
Dinner organised by the Chamber with guest speaker Nick
Kós, who is Country Managing Partner of PwC Hungary.
Guests were then invited to a Culture Club, which was the
annual Funzine Christmas event; the invited guests could
participate in an exclusive guided tour to the Rembrandt and
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the Paintings of the Dutch Golden Age exhibition. During
the evening, tasty treats were provided by Gringos Amigos
and GoodBar GoodBurger while the delicious sweets came
from Molnár Kürtôskaács and Anthon Berg. Guests could
also taste good wines, courtesy of Terra Hungarica and coffee
specialities were supplied by Nespresso.
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The next event in December was a seminar entitled “Taxation
trends and changes in 2015” organised by the British
Chamber of Commerce in Hungary jointly with the PwC
Hungary and the Budapest Business Journal. The event had
offered the participants the opportunity to find out about
the tax changes took effect on 1 January 2015. The English-

David Dale, Operations Director of Investors in People
International, Gábor Csóti, Managing Director of Investors
in People Hungary and András Gyenes, former Managing
Director of Unilever Hungary.
Those wishing for more were invited to an EU-Chambers
Christmas Drinks event, where they had the opportunity
to meet members and partners of other Chambers and
celebrate Christmas in good company with excellent food
and delicious drinks on the winter terrace of the Kempinski
Hotel Corvinus Budapest.
The BCCH then closed its 2014 autumn-winter season
at its Christmas Cocktail Party on 17 December 2014,
organised in co-operation with the British Embassy and
the British Business Centre, taking place at its traditional
venue, the Old Banking Hall of the British Embassy. All
of the organising partners invited their selected contacts
to this prestigious event, and it turned out to be a worthy
successor of the previous ones. After the opening speeches
by the hosts, guests enjoyed a buffet dinner provided by the
Budapest Marriott Hotel, delicious illy coffee by Amora,
beer supplied by Heineken Hungary, and cocktails courtesy
of Diageo.

language presentations by PwC Hungary’s leading experts
had addressed the tax law trends in the context of Hungary’s
macroeconomic situation and the impact that these changes
had on businesses.
After that, the BCCH, the British Business Centre and the
Investors in People Hungary held a joint Business Breakfast;
their Best Practice Network. The Best Practice Network
connects business effectiveness and business culture.
Through the accreditation framework of Investors in People
and its international network counting 40.000 organisations,
it contributes to introducing and sharing the most successful
practices in Hungary. The Best Practice Network is the start
of a new era for competitive and responsible business across
the country. Guests could learn all the details from the
invited speakers. Short presentations were held by BCCH
Chairman Vazul Tóth, co-founder of Best Practice Network,

30

E vents

and important news

2014-2015

There were also many raffle prizes thanks to the generous
sponsors (Innotica, Danubius Hotels, Maltacourt, FirstMed,
MAPI, Kempinski Hotel Corvinus Budapest, Budapest
Marriott Hotel, Édesrózsám, Symbol Budapest), and
Marks&Spencer Hungary provided goodie bags for the
participants, so many went home with early Christmas
presents. The event, of course, could not have been such
a success without the help of Doherty Hungary Kft.,
Interdean Hungary, Moldován & Co. Attorneys-At-Law,
and TMF Hungary Ltd.
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2015
January
After a successful Christmas Cocktail Party held in December, it was time to get back to business and start working on
a promising new year. January brought the perfect opportunity for this with a business lunch organised jointly with
the French-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and other partners; the Joint Venture Association, the
German-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce, the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, and the invited guest speaker
was Dr László Szabó, Parliamentary State Secretary and Deputy Minister, who talked about current foreign trade policy of
the Government.

February
February began with the third event of the BCCH-FirstMed
SME Breakfast event series, aiming at the expansion of
small and medium enterprises. The invited guest speaker
was Adrienne Makkay-Chambers, CEO of Wilson Learning
in Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia, who talked
about the impact personal effectiveness has on business
results and how both can be improved through a variety of
strategies, tactics and tools, some of which were shared in
the workshop.
However, all this hard work at the beginning of the year
required some fun, relaxing event; together with the IrishHungarian Business Circle, and the help of Vác FC and
Interdean Hungary, who kindly sponsored the event, the
BCCH organised the highly anticipated Pub Night at
newly re-opened Becketts Pub, where members could either
continue working and networking, or to show the strength
of their vocal cords with some indispensable karaoke.
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March
March was kicked off with a wide range of events. Firstly, the
BCCH organised the launch event of its new initiative, the
Mentoring Programme, which took place at the Novotel
Budapest Danube Hotel. The programme was part of the
BCCH’s new strategy that was tailored around knowledge
sharing and gave ten young managers the opportunity to
learn and receive support from senior people with a vast
management experience for their own development and
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reaching their goals. The BCCH wanted to create a new
tradition by launching this programme, and plans to choose
up to 10 young managers annually to help them becoming
more successful in leadership in the long term, contributing
to increasing the success of their organisations with the
assistance of mentors, who are highly experienced and
successful leaders selected by the BCCH from among their
management. The Launch Event’s programme included
an opening ceremony, roundtable discussion with seven
panelists from various member companies, a Q&A session
and a networking reception to finish off the event.
Not even a week later, the next BCCH SME Breakfast was
held jointly with FirstMed, which was the fourth event of
the series. On this occasion, guest speaker and presenter,
Ottó Feuertag, owner of Európa Design, spoke about
how manufacturers face new challenges in finding ways to
encourage greater efficiency, productivity, and employee
satisfaction from individuals working the production line.

The last week of March also brought The British Business
Centre’s First Anniversary, which was organised by the
BCCH and the Centre with the help of their generous
sponsors: PwC Hungary, Britannica International School,
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Danubius Hotels Group, EDMF Translations, Interdean
Hungary, Maltacourt Global Logistics, and Medihelp
International. The aim of the event primarily was to bring
together members and partners to celebrate their first year’s
achievements, whilst also providing a unique networking
opportunity to further mutual business goals. Key highlights
included opening speeches by HMA Jonathan Knott, Vazul
Tóth, Chairman of BCCH, Oliver Strommer, Manager of
the British Business Centre, along with other key government
notorieties.
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Furthermore, the BCCH continued with a prestigious Business Lunch organised together with the Joint Venture Association,
the French-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, the GermanicHungarian Chamber of Industry and Commerce, the Canadian Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, the Austrian Embassy
Commercial Department where the invited guest speaker was Mihály Varga, Minister of National Economy.
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There was no time to rest for the team though as the first
Knowledge Transfer event of the year took place towards the
end of the month, entitled “Practical Intelligence”, and was
organised in collaboration with the Professional Women’s
Association. The event started with an opening speech from
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Theresa Bubbear, the Deputy Head of Mission at the British
Embassy Budapest, and was followed by three roundtable
discussions with esteemed guests involving matters such as
the impact of the media to improve practical intelligence,
corporate solutions and their application in practice,
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and in our everyday lives. The event was ended by a
prodigious Gala dinner, opened by Vilmos Benkô, former
president of the AmCham Hungary.

Guests were then invited to a Culture Club in association
with Funzine; an exhibition, which presented the friendship
between the great Hungarian painter József Rippl-Rónai,
who introduced the modern artistic movement into the
country, and the remarkable French sculptor and painter
Aristide Maillol. The event was held in the Hungarian
National Gallery located in the picturesque Buda Castle and
was the perfect ending for such a busy month.
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April
In April, the Chamber held various joint events with its
partners. One of these was the first EU-Chambers Business
Drinks of the year. This was followed by a CEO Dinner
with Guest Speaker Joris Huijsmans, Managing Director
of Heineken Hungary, who was holding a presentation on
“Inclusive Economy”. Afterwards, the BCCH, the FrenchHungarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the DEFH
(Dirigeants et Entrepreneurs Francophones en Hongrie),
and their co-operating partners: the Netherlands-Hungarian
Chamber of Commerce, the Irish-Hungarian Business
Circle, Joint Venture Association, the Italian Chamber of
Commerce in Hungary, the German-Hungarian Chamber
of Industry and Commerce and the SwissCham Hungary
organised a Speed Business Meeting.

In mid-April, a business brunch was organised by the Joint
Venture Association, the British Chamber of Commerce
in Hungary and their partners: the French-Hungarian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Italian Chamber
of Commerce in Hungary, the German-Hungarian
Chamber of Industry and Commerce, the Austrian Embassy
Commercial Department, the Netherlands-Hungarian
Chamber of Commerce and the SwissCham with
Mr Tibor Navracsics, Education, Culture, Youth and Sport
EU Commissioner.
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On 21 April, the Chamber joined the Uránia National
Film Theatre and its partners: the Hungarian Shakespeare
Committee, Gondolat Kiadó, Akadémiai Kiadó Zrt. and
Pannónia Szórakoztató Kft. in celebrating the 451st
anniversary of Shakespeare’s birth, and as a long-standing
tradition, St. George’s Day remembering the Bard of Avon
and his work. The programme included a temporary poster
exhibition highlighting the contemporary poster designers’
view on Shakespeare’s oeuvre; a book fair offering various
works about and by Shakespeare, a discussion about A
Hamletoman Trilogy by Adrienne Darvay-Nagy, freelance
theatre expert, historian, essayist, “Hamletologist”; a
Commemoration hosted by Ádám Nádasdy, linguist, poet,
literary translator (with variations on a folk song, a wellknown melody at that time, by Jacob van Eyck, Dutch
contemporary composer of Shakespeare (cca. 1590–26. 03.
1657) performed by László Tóth, singer of the Hungarian
National Philharmonic Choir, declamations of Hungarian
poems by Anna Nagy, actress Jenô Dzsida, a performance
by actress Kata Huszárik, who sang the final song
of Love’s Labour Lost, literary speech, held by Zsolt
Almási, secretary general of The Hungarian Shakespeare
Committee), a screening of the Royal Shakespeare
Company, Stratford-upon-Avon’s performance of Love’s
Labour Won better known as Much Ado About Nothing
directed by Christopher Luscombe with Hungarian subtitles
based on Ádám Nádasdy’s literary translation.
The British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, the British
Business Centre organised a Business Breakfast in association
with Investors in People Hungary entitled “Best Practice
Network”. The attendees could spend a morning with the
members of the Hungarian Best Practice Network; they had a
chance to meet and consult with their local and international
specialists.
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The last event of the month was a business drinks event
organised by the British Chamber of Commerce in
Hungary, irodakeresoinfo.hu and their partners: Europa
Design, EuropaProperty.com, the title of which was “CEE
Business mixer Budapest” and it took place at Brody Studios.

May
The first event in May was the last CEO Dinner of the
2014-2015 Council Year with Agostino Renna, the
President - CEO of GE Lighting EMEA, where the
participants held a discussion on “Transforming Edison’s
business”. This was followed by a Business Brunch with
Guest Speaker Péter Szijjártó, Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Trade, which was organised in association with the Joint
Venture Association and its partners: the French-Hungarian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Italian Chamber
of Commerce in Hungary, the German-Hungarian
Chamber of Industry and Commerce, the Austrian Embassy
Commercial Department, and the Hungary-Hong Kong
Business Association.
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The Chamber’s Nominees’ Night was hosted by the Hotel
Novotel Danube, where the introduction of BCCH Council
Nominees took place, moderated by Mr Mike Kelly from
Speak the Speech; and a CEU Business School workshop
entitled ’Can Central and Eastern European Management
Compete in 2015? The Human-Side of Regional
Competitiveness’ took place jointly organised by the British
Chamber of Commerce in Hungary and their co-operating
partners: Advantage Austria International, GFK, the
German-Hungarian Chamber of Industry and Commerce,
and Target Executive Search. The BCCH delegated a speaker
from GE Lighting, one of its member company, to the round
table discussion.
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Following this, the British Chamber of Commerce in
Hungary held its 2015 Annual General Meeting, on 28 May
2015 at the Budapest Marriott Hotel, which was the last
event of the 2014-2015 Council year. The event, of course,
could not have been such a success without the help of main
sponsors IIS Group Kft., Maltacourt Global Logistics, Tesco
Hungary and Vodafone Hungary, and the other companies
who had offered their kind contribution: Budapest Airport,
Danubius Hotels Group, EDMF Translations, Heineken

Hungary, Interdean Hungary and TMF Group. At the
event, the previous Council year was discussed by Chairman
Vazul Tóth, Treasurer Árpád Balázs and British Business
Centre Oliver Strommer, and Chargé d’Affaires Theresa
Bubbear also said a few words as Honorary Chairwoman
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and a presentation was made by Szabolcs Szelei, Country
Marketing Manager of Google Hungary. There was also a
vote on the amendment of the BCCH Charter, and members
elected a Supervisory Board. It was also a time of good-byes
and thank-yous, as outgoing Chairman Vazul Tóth was reelected for a second two-year term, and a new Council was
chosen by the attendees of the AGM. After nominees briefly
introduced themselves, BCCH members cast their votes
and elected Gergely Ábrahám (Grayling Hungary), Árpád
Balázs (PwC Hungary), Dennis A. Diokno (FirstMed),
Kinga Kalocsai (GE Lighting EMEA), Adrienne MakkayChambers (Grow Zrt. / Wilson Learning), Christopher
Noblet (Partos & Noblet in co-operation with Hogan
Lovells), Márta Pálfalvi (Heineken Hungária Zrt.), Andrea
Tóth (British Automotive) as Council Members; Melinda
Katona (Borealis Consulting), Gábor Csóti (Investors in
People Hungary) and Paul Szemán (Maltacourt Hungary
Ltd.) as Alternate Council Members. The event concluded
with a reception with delicious food and drinks from the
hotel and where the BCCH offered 25 percent of the CEO
dinners’ income to the Hungarian National Ambulance
Service Foundation. Vazul Tóth handed over the donation
of nearly 350,000 HUF to Pál Gyôrfi, spokesman of the
Service Foundation.
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June
June started with a Knowledge Sharing Seminar, entitled
‘The Dark Side, the behaviours you exhibit under pressure
that can cause you to fail as a leader’, which was presented
by Rob Allen, an Executive and Team Coach and consultant
from Extole Ltd. In this seminar, invited guests explored
the different behaviour types that people exhibit when they
are under pressure. They had the opportunity to reflect on
which behaviours types you default to when stressed and was
introduced to a tool that is used to help predict how people
react when the going gets tough. They then considered
strategies for managing the Dark Side within them.

After that, guests were invited to another EU-Chambers
Business Drinks, where, as always, they could enjoy the
company of members of other chambers, delicious snacks and
drinks, the exceptional atmosphere of the Kempinski Hotel
Corvinus Budapest, and a great networking opportunity.
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The EU-Chambers of Commerce in Hungary, and within
it the BCCH, were organising this event for participants
to meet not only the members and partners of their own
Chamber, but also had the opportunity to network and share
expertise with business professionals of other Chambers.
Later in June, the BCCH-British Business Centre team was
then invited to a garden party to celebrate the Birthday of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
The following event was the Chamber’s fifth event of its
SME Breakfast series, jointly organised with FirstMed,
entitled ‘How to revolutionise and digitalise your business
methods without any significant investment?’. Guest
speaker Boglárka Bonnyay, Co-owner of Prime Solutions
LLC talked about why obtaining information is not limited
to desktop computers, how to keep contact and create twoway communication with clients/costumers directly, how
to provide instant and relevant information to them and
strengthen the level of services.
Before going on a short summer break, following the success
of the previous years’ events, the BCCH and FirstMed joined
forces again to organise their Family Day, an event of fun
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and games for their members and partners and their families.
Invited guests could spend an adventurous day at Római
Kalandpark, where we were cooking from a big cauldron
known as a “bogrács” and the participants also had a chance
to measure themselves in a game of laser tag.

July and August
Most of the summer was spent by working on larger
projects, such as compiling of the 2015-2016 Yearbook. The
BCCH staff took a morning off at the end of July to enjoy a
lovely breakfast together, which was followed by an activity
marathon, which was a lot of fun. Then in late August,
building on the wonderful memories of their staff breakfast
the previous month, the BCCH staff took a day off and had
some ice cream whilst waving bye-bye to the summer.
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September
September started with working off all the tasty bites the
BCCH staff had had previously; they participated in the
Bud:Runway Run 2015. The event was wonderful; they had
a lot of fun while stayed healthy!

After Bud:Runway Run 2015, it was time to get back to
business. The autumn season’s first event was a LEAN &
Green Leadership Seminar jointly organised with Hammel
& Hochreiter International Consulting Kft. and the
Netherlands-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce and their
cooperating partner, the Danish-Hungarian Business Club.
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After that, the BCCH organised the sixth event of its
SME Breakfast series jointly with FirstMed, entitled ‘The
Emotionally Intelligent Business – EQi for SMEs’. The
invited guest speaker, Rob Allen, Founder and Head Coach
of Extole Ltd., explained what Emotional Intelligence (EI)
is and how it is measured, as well as identifying what EI
attributes are particularly needed by SME managers and
leaders.
The last event of September was the second Speed Business
Meeting of the year, which was organised jointly with the
French-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
the DEFH (Dirigeants et Entrepreneurs Francophones en
Hongrie) and their co-operating partners: Joint Venture
Association, the German-Hungarian Chamber of Industry
and Commerce, the Swisscham Hungary, the HungaryHong Kong Business Association, the NetherlandsHungarian Chamber of Commerce, the Irish Hungarian
Business Circle, the Italian Chamber of Commerce in
Hungary and the Danish-Hungarian Business Club and it
took place in the Ballroom of the Sofitel Budapest Chain
Bridge. The event aimed to help guests develop new business
relationships through 10 minute long B2B meetings with
randomly selected partners followed by a reception where
further new contacts could be established.

October
The first event of October was Business Breakfasts for
Sustainable Development organised by the Business Council
for Sustainable Development in Hungary (BCSDH), the
EU-Chambers of Commerce in Hungary and the Swisscham
Hungary at Larus Restaurant and Event Center.
After that, the British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary
and FUNZINE Budapest magazine invited their guests to
the enchanted world that is the Centre of Scientific Wonders.
That night, the Centre of Scientific Wonders was abuzz with
fantastic games and an extraordinary physics demonstration
where we could test and poke at the limits of the known,
as well as delighted their guests with a small gift. Delicious
drinks and bites were also provided.
The next event was another EU-Chambers Business Drinks
organised by the EU- Chambers of Commerce in Hungary,
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and within it the BCCH, and it took place at Blue Fox,
the Bar, at the Kempinski Hotel Corvinus Budapest. These
events are a great way for guests to make new connections.
If BCCH members and partners wanted their Halloween
night to be a truly memorable experience, they needn’t have
looked any further; for the last event of October the BCCH
had a thrilling surprise for them: together with Funzine
and FOX, they threw a massive Halloween bash, entitled
Funzine-FOX-BCCH The Walking Dead Halloween Party,
a hauntingly unique dress-up banquet the like of which they
couldn’t find anywhere else. The theme of the party was
zombies, on the occasion of the never-seen-before popularity
of these special kinds of movie monsters. You might’ve heard
about a little TV-series called “The Walking Dead”, yes? The
participants had dressed up and joined the event at the outof-the-ordinary event in Fogas Ház, where the entry had
been free, the décor had been crazy creepy, and where the
organisers had awaited their guests with a warm-up movie
screening, an exciting costume competition, amazing raffle
prizes, great drink deals, and the music had been provided
by live DJs to keep them moving until the sun came up!

HUNGARY SOLUTIONS

GLOBAL SOLUTIONS

Company Formation & Liquidation

Cross-border Tax Structuring

Directorship/Company Management

Wealth & Asset Protection

Registered Address/Domiciliary

Private Clients Solutions

Accounting/Tax Compliance

Relocation & Residence

Payroll & Human Resources

Family Office Support

Shelf Companies Hungary

International Banking

Outsourced Interim Staff

IP Rights Structuring

Corporate Secretarial
Accounting Projects

Offshore Companies

1,300 professionals

Incentives Plans

across 35 jurisdictions
Expand Further

+36 1920 1380
budapest@vistra.com
www.trinitycs.com

www.vistra.com
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November
November was kicked off with the seventh event of the
BCCH-FirstMed SME Breakfast series, entitled Debunking
the Myth about EU Grants and Subsidies. Attendees could
learn more from guest speaker Andrea Petô-Dickinson,
Business Development Director of MAPI Development
Agency about how SMEs can take part and benefit from
current issues and how best to approach the Grant system
for winning.

and it took place at the Courtyard by Marriott Budapest City
Center. The guest speaker was György Jaksity, President of
the Board of Directors of Concorde Értékpapír Zrt., and who
talked about the current Hungarian economic environment
and the future of the domestic financial investments.
The last event of November was an EU-Chamber Business
Luncheon with Political Capital Institute Director
Péter Krekó. The presentation gave an overview of the
domestic political landscape in Hungary, the balance of
forces (governmental stability and where a change can
come from), and the possible future political tendencies.
Besides the political aspect, the presentation tried to paint
a picture on the main policy strategies of the government.
The presentation also introduced the foreign policy strategy
of the government, the diplomatic position and what dangers
the government may face in the future from outside.

December

Guests were then invited to a Business Lunch organised by
the British Chamber of Commerce in Hungary, Swisscham
Hungary and their partners; the Joint Venture Association
and the Netherlands-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce

In December, the BCCH, jointly with FirstMed, organised
the eighth event of its SME Breakfast series, entitled Beyond
360° - measuring and improving corporate performance
using views of team members, managers, partners and
clients. Guest speaker Éva Lajkó, Business Development
Manager at Netis Informatikai Zrt., talked about current
issues of corporate performance management in SMEs –
to ensure quality after streamlining all costs, involving our
team and our environment in the process. Participants
could learn more about how SMEs streamlined their
operation between 2009-2013, reducing their marketing,
infrastructure and also personnel costs. She explained
that the next step was to optimising and maximising the
performance of the remaining elements, focusing on quality
and customers. That required tools to get a clear picture
about talent and performance – not only from management,
not only from managers but also from partners, clients and
our environment, keeping important facts from history to
manage changes in the future.
The breakfast was followed by the last CEO Dinner of the
year, with guest speaker Jost Lammers, CEO of the Budapest
Airport, who addressed a small group of invited BCCH
members at the sixth BCCH CEO Dinner and talked about
BUD and the British – a GREAT partnership. The event
took place at Gundel Restaurant and was very successful.
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District II location - Hûvösvölgyi út 181.
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Pediatrics
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free on-site parking, direct insurance billing, and professional,
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